CCIC Overview of Canadian ODA for 2009/10

To respond to the requirements of the ODA Accountability Act, CIDA published on its web site the Statistical Report on International Assistance for 2009/10.  Below are some big picture comments on Canadian ODA for 2009/10:

1.  Total ODA:   Total ODA for 2009/10 was $5,184.7 million.  This

produces a performance ratio of 0.34% of Gross National Income for 2009/10. Removing refugees, students and debt cancellation, the calculation of "Real Canadian ODA" is $4,671.8 million or 0.31% of GNI.

Real Canadian ODA for 2009/10 was unchanged from 2008/09 which was

$4,684.6 million. 

2.  Aid to Sub-Saharan Africa:   The preliminary aid numbers for 2009/10

were available in the government's Report to Parliament on the ODAAA in October 2010.  These preliminary numbers indicated a possible decline in aid to Sub-Saharan Africa.  But according to the Statistical Report total Canadian ODA for Sub-Saharan Africa (not including debt

cancellation) was $2,071.0 million in 2009/10, compared to $2,074.0 million in 2008/09.  You will recall that 2008/09 was the year that Canada doubled its international assistance to Africa.  In both years, ODA to Sub-Saharan Africa amounted to 44% of total Real Canadian ODA.

Canada remained strongly committed to Africa in 2009/10.

3.  Aid to Asia:  ODA in Asia was 26% of total Real ODA for 2009/10, down slightly from 2008/09 when it was 27.3%.  But Canadian aid to Asia has become highly concentrated.  Canadian ODA to Afghanistan ($317

million) and Pakistan ($130 million) made up 36.8% of total Canadian ODA to Asia.  When Bangladesh ($120.6 million) is added, these three countries account for 47% of Canadian aid in Asia in 2009/10.  The concentration within Asia increased significantly over 2008/08, when these three countries made up less than 38% of total Real ODA in Asia.

Canadian aid as a foreign policy interest in Asia to Afghanistan and Pakistan is reflected by the fact that it made up 9.6% of all of Canadian Real ODA in 2009/10, compared to 7.8% in 2008/09.  Aid to Afghanistan is expected to drop to $100 million by 2012/13.

4.  Aid to the Americas:  ODA in the Americas was 17% of total Real Canadian ODA in 2009/10, up from 15.2% in 2008/09.  This increased share is reflected almost entirely by increased aid to Haiti, totaling 328.5 million in 2009/10 (reflecting Canadian aid for the earthquake in January 2010), compared to $197.8 million in 2008/09.  In 2009./10 Haiti ODA made up more than 40% of ODA to the Americas, compared to 28% in 2008/09.  The next three largest aid recipients in Americas for Canadian bilateral ODA in 2009/10 were Bolivia ($27.6 million), Colombia ($25.0

million) and Peru ($23.9 million).

5.  Aid to and through Canadian CSOs:  Total aid to and through Canadian CSOs in 2009/10 amounted to $621.7 million, down from $829.4 million in 2008/09, largely due to a very significant drop in the Geographic Program Branch ($182 million in 2009/10, down from $394.6 million in 2008/09).  The decline in Canadian aid to and through Canadian CSOs is further reflected when taken as a percentage of total Real ODA -- a mere 13.3% in 2009/10 from 17.7% in 2008/09.

